Reading Comprehension

The word comprehension refers to understanding and grasping of any fact when presented orally or in a
written form. Understanding any fact or information properly requires one’s ability to understand the
language in which the fact or the information has been presented. Your familiarity with a language helps
you understand the message conveyed in the text you read or hear. Different type of texts you can come
across such as literary, inferential, social, biographical etc.

Thus, to evaluate the level of your understanding of the language you may read a text in English.
After that you see whether you have understood the substance of passage you have chosen for
comprehension. If there are dialogues, see if you follow them properly and understand them. Then write a
brief summary of the passage and give to your guide for evaluation. The guide, who evaluates your
summary, will find out whether you have understood the passage properly or not. Here is given below the
summary of the four literary texts (stories) to help you understand the meaning of the reading passages
prescribed in your WBUT syllabus. Try to read in between the lines while dealing with such text type.
Many new words as well as constructions also you will get to learn from these literary texts that will
develop your speaking, writing as well as comprehension ability.



Reading comprehension

(INFERENTIAL)

Drawing inferences reading a given passage may appear to be a difficult task for you people- but it’s not
so. It just requires you to analytically approach the passage unlike the literary text. As you read more
these type of passages more you develop the following skills-

o These scientific passages help you develop the analytical power as you are required here to
analyse the facts given in the passage in order to answer the questions.

e It enriches the knowledge on scientific and technical topics.

e It introduces various scientific and technical terms.

You get an outlook towards scientific writings and the way to approach such type of writings.

It also helps to think logically and establish every point you try to establish with reason.
Helps to recognize the author's view of the world including the author's biases.

Offer conclusions from facts presented in the text.

Helps to relate what is happening in the text to their existing knowledge of the world.

An extract from a Sample of the above text type-

Marie Curie was one of the most accomplished scientists in history. Together with her husband, Pierre, she
discovered radium, an element widely used for treating cancer, and studied uranium and other radioactive
substances. Pierre and Marie's amicable collaboration later helped to unlock the secrets of the atom.

Marie was born in 1867 in Warsaw, Poland, where her father was a professor of physics. At an early age, she
displayed a brilliant mind and a blithe personality. Her great exuberance for learning prompted her to continue with
her studies after high school. She became disgruntled, however, when she learned that the university in Warsaw was
closed to women. Determined to receive a higher education, she defiantly left Poland and in 1891 entered the
Sorbonne, a French university, where she earned her master's degree and doctorate in physics.



